Concert Review: Loaded Dog, Sydney

Bruce Watson is a remarkable singer and songwriter. He blasted the room with great, witty lyrics, and an energetic, joyful presentation. Bruce has a quirky, very Australian sense of humour, and writes on a huge range of subjects. Some songs reflect a down to earth, dry humour, others are very moving, personal or political.

Bruce was launching his new CD, "A Moving Feast". He sang some great songs including a song about logging in the Amazon, and "Smart Bombs, Dumb Politicians", a very funny satirical song with a rocky feel, throbbing guitar and gutsy delivery. His images of more computers, less compassion, better houses, broken homes show Bruce's insight, wit and concise juxtaposition of images at their best.
Two very personal and beautiful songs were for family members. In "Dad's Clothes", Bruce sings about sorting through his fathers clothes, after he died. The song takes us through the decades of memories between father and son, the old tobacco tins, the arguments, laughter and tears. This song is a tribute to Bruce's father and to a generation of fathers who have moved on.
His trucking song, "Road Train" takes us on a few laps of musical silly buggery around the country.
One song called "September 11" is based on a poem by Keith McKenry. This song is a powerful and moving analysis of political motives, enmities and bastardry. It is supremely ironic, the song uses McKenry's free verse to build tension and slowly tell a story which ultimately tells the tale of America's support of the invasion of Chile on September 11, 1973.
His "proud, obscene, mean guitar" belted out songs about Elvis sightings (playing footy for Collingwood, what else!), lentils and hippies, and loggers. Bruce's song about Elvis socked it to us from the hips and the lips, finishing with a truly deadly impression of Elvis. A hysterical song about hippies totally won the audience. His topics about small, ordinary things in people's lives, were so evocative, it was like sitting on the family verandah listening to songs about our own lives. 
The Loaded Dog is a venue which is comfortable and has great acoustics. It is a great place to showcase some very talented, original Australian performers.
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