
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

These tunes can be found at  www.brucewatsonmusic.com/uke.html  
 

And Bruce will email you a handout pdf version if you give him your email address. 
 

Bruce Watson’s 2 rules for how to learn the ukulele 
 

1. When you get your ukulele home, take it out of its bag/case and leave it somewhere you will see it. 
 

2. Play it for 5 minutes every day 
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* * 

* = Hammer-on to the 2  



 

Reading Ukulele Tabs 
Tablature notation (TAB) represents individual notes. It’s great for writing out melodies, 
rather than chords. 

In TAB, the numbers represent the fret number, the horizontal lines represent the strings. 

The trick is that the TOP LINE is the A (No. 1) string and the bottom line is the G (No. 4) 
string!  This seems upside down – but it’s the way it is!   The reason is because it makes 
TAB notation more like normal sheet music, where the higher notes are higher up on the 
musical staves. 

The open string TAB is 0  (on whatever string), the first fret is 1, the second fret is 2, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture shows the strings and the numbers,  so it’s sort of like a TAB with a note on every 
string and fret.   Note that the FLOOR is at the top.  

If you look down at your ukulele, and turn the face of the uke  
to your face, this is how the strings appear, with the A (No. 1) string on top. 

This TAB notation below shows the relationship between TAB notation and regular music 
notation. Can you pick the tune? 
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E 
C 
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